[ jp-a-8-139578] 

Apower device driving circuit has a power device, a driving 
unit, a current detecting unit and a short circuit current 
protection unit. When the circuit detects a short circuit by 
the current detecting unit , the short circuit current protection 
unit protects the power device with two steps. First, the 
circuit reduces an input voltage to a gate terminal of the device 
by reducing a power supply voltage of the driving unit so that 
the short circuit current is reduced substantially . After that , 
the circuit sets the input voltage to 0 volt so that the short 
circuit: current becomes zero* 
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